General method for analysing dentist-patient interaction.
The interaction between dentist and patient during dental treatment may influence the frequency of dental visits in the future because this interaction may increase the dental fear of the patient. To find the characteristics of the dentist's behavior that increase or decrease dental fear a statistical analysis of the interaction may be used. Data of such interactions are known as time series. Because it is highly probable that the behavior of an individual at two different points in time is autocorrelated a correct statistical analysis of the interaction between dentist and patient must take this possibility into account. A general statistical method is proposed that can take autocorrelations into account. The method is compared with a simpler method that may not deal adequately with autocorrelations.